Scarboro Grove Baptist Church Cemetery by Jackson, Alvin D.
Georgia Southern University 
Digital Commons@Georgia Southern 
Willow Hill Cemeteries- Tour Programs Willow Hill- If These Cemeteries Could Talk 
Spring 4-20-2019 
Scarboro Grove Baptist Church Cemetery 
Alvin D. Jackson 
Willow Hill Heritage and Renaissance Center 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/willowhill-cemeteries-
tours 
 Part of the African American Studies Commons, and the Public History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Jackson, Alvin D., "Scarboro Grove Baptist Church Cemetery" (2019). Willow Hill Cemeteries- Tour 
Programs. 9. 
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/willowhill-cemeteries-tours/9 
This program -- open access is brought to you for free and open access by the Willow Hill- If These Cemeteries 
Could Talk at Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in Willow Hill Cemeteries- 
Tour Programs by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu. 
Scarboro Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
 
Early History 
 
In 1900, a group of born-again Christians, baptized by immersion 
and their faith entrusted in God, organized the Scarboro Grove 
Baptist Church in Portal, GA.  The pioneers of Scarboro Gove were: 
Rev. Walter Dickerson, Bro. Charleston Mincey and Family, Bro. 
Phillip Coley and Family, Bro. and Sis. Willie Jordan, Sis. Lizzie 
Chance, Bro. Eddie Lanier, and Sis. Nancy Mincey. Bro. Charleston 
Mincey was kind enough to open his home for the first service.  Due 
to the growth of the congregation, services were discontinued at the 
home of Bro. Mincey.  Seeking an adequate space to continue the 
work of God, services were held outside under a brush arbor. 
 
The first building was constructed on the estate of the late Jasper 
Franklin, approximately one mile southwest of the present location.  
This building was destroyed by fire in 1906.  Under the leadership of 
the late Rev. L. H. Lawton, arrangements were made to hold 
services at Mt. Pisgah A.M.E. Church.  A track of land was 
purchased and a second church was built on the present site.  
During Rev. R.L. Boyd’s administration, the church was destroyed 
by a storm in the late 20’s.  Again, Mt. Pisgah A.M.E. Church most 
graciously opened their doors for church services.  The church was 
erected for the third time with a larger and stronger structure. 
 
The first pastor of Scarboro Grove was Rev. Walter Dickerson who 
served for 6 years. He was followed by Rev. L.H. Lawton who 
served for 20 years. Rev. R.L. Boyd was the third pastor, serving for 
one year. Rev. W.D. Kent was the seventh pastor, serving 42 years 
(1944-1985).  Rev. Frank Roberts was the ninth pastor with his 
tenure beginning in 1986. Rev. Grant Turner is the current pastor. 
************************************************************* 
We are observing the 400th Anniversary of the arrival in 1619, at Point 
Comfort, Virginia, of the first Africans to be sold into bondage. 
********************************************************** 
Cemetery Tours are conducted the third Saturday of each month.  Johnson Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery will be toured on May 18, 2019.   
. “IF THESE CEMETERIES 
COULD TALK” 
 
Saturday, April 20, 2019 
9:00 AM 
 
 
 
SPONSORED BY: 
 
Willow Hill Heritage and Renaissance Center 
4235 Willow Hill Road, Portal GA 
 
Commemoration of 400 years of African American History 
(1619-2019) 
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 
 
Greetings …………...………………... Dr. Alvin Jackson 
                             Willow Hill Heritage & Renaissance Center 
 
Invocation ……………………………….… Pastor Grant Turner 
                                  Scarboro Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
 
Music ……………  Scarboro Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
 
Church History …………………………...  Dr. Alvin Jackson 
 
Music ……………………………………….. Mr. Alton West 
 
Procession to the Cemetery 
 
Remembrances of West Africa  
 
Remembrance of the Ancestors - Calling Their Names 
 
Benediction 
                                     
Thank You! TO THE WILLOW HILL CEMETERY COMMITTEE 
Mr. Earl Donaldson    Mr. Khalil Maycock 
Mr. Regan Donaldson   Ms. Maria Olivas 
Ms. Lakia Hillard    Mr. Anthony Simmons 
Dr. Alvin Jackson    Mrs. Joyce Simmons 
Mrs. Valerie McCray    Mrs. Bertha Pryor 
 
 
 
FORMERLY ENSLAVED BURIALS 
 
1. Lawson Andrews (1864-1953 ) 
2. Lucinda Hamilton (1839-19_) 
3. George Jones (1865-1929) 
4. Sarah P. Jones (1865-1943) 
5. Ophelia Ekins Lanier (? –1922) 
6. William (Bill) Lanier (? -1925)  
7. Edith Tolbert Wiggins (b. 1858-1931) 
8. John Wiggins (1855-1930) 
9. T. W. (Tommy) Woodbury (1855-1926) 
 
TEACHERS 
 
1. Agnes Cone Key Andrews (1907-20?_ ) 
2. John Culler Greene (1919-1975) 
3. Sarah Cone Lee (1927-2012) 
4. Levanna Lester (1907- 20?) 
5. Carolyn Greene Lewis (1911-1976) 
6. Annie Lanier Miller (1902-1969) 
7. Eva Jones Moore (1900-1983) 
8. Thedosia Maxie Royal (1917-1997) 
 
VETERANS 
 
1. .Ricky Lavaugh Allen (1953-2014) US Army 
2. Robert Lee Andrews (1928-? ) 
3. Donald Chance (1924-1950) 
4. James Albert Dekle (1932- ) US Army 
5. James Greene (1921-1980) WW II 
6. Ronald Avery Greene (? -2013) US Army 
7. Rev. Henry Kent Kettles (1888-1958) WWI 
8. John Greene Lewis (1933-1978) Korean War 
9. Norris Moore (1917-1973) WW II 
10. Rufus Turner Royal (1927-1974) WW II 
11. Grant Spells (1896-1964) WW I 
    
